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 Items of Interest on Ontario
 
The first white man known to have set
foot on what is now Ontario was Cham-
plain; in 1613 he explored the Ottawa
River as far as Allumette Island, and in
1615 he reached Georgian Bay by way of
the Ottawa.
In 1921 the province voted itself "dry"
as to alcoholic liquors, but in 1927 Govern-
ment control of liquor was instituted after
a decisive vote in its favor.
The Ontario Agricultural and Experi-
mental Union, started in 1886, now em-
braces over 5,000 farmers in the province
who conduct experiments on their farms.
The Union holds annual meetings for dis-
cussion of the experiments.
Alfalfa is grown in nearly every coun-
ty, and in some sections much attention
is given to the production of alfalfa seed.
In 1917-1918 the Trades and Labor
Branch of National Service Workers or-
ganized camps for instructing girls in
fruit picking, canning and truck garden-
ing. Contracts were made with farmers
and fruit associations for marketing the
products.
Ontario has about three dozen jam and
jelly factories, more than 115 fruit and
vegetable canning factories, and about
100 fruit evaporators.
Ontario possesses approximately 600,-
000 horses; 1,100,000 milch cows and
1,400,000 other cattle; 1,000,000 sheep, of
which about 20,000 are pure bred; and
16,000,000 poultry.
The province produces about one-eighth
of the annual maple sugar output of Can-
ada. Its average yield is 515,000 pounds.
In Ontario there are three Dominion
National Parks; they comprise 13 islands
in the St. Lawrence River, Point Pelee
Bird Sanctuary, and Georgian Bay Islands
Park.
The provincial government has an Ex-
perimental Forest Station of 1,800 acres
in Norfolk County, where forest planting
and nursery work are demonstrated.
Since 1905 about 2,000,000 forest seed-
lings have been distributed from the gov-
ernment nurseries.
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 Amber mica, used especially as an in-
sulator in electrical apparatus, is found
extensively in Eastern Ontario, and the
Lacey mine, near Sydenham, is the largest
of its kind in North America. Canada is
the only country in the world outside of
Ceylon in which there are deposits of am-
ber mica.
Questions on Ontario
What is the population f  The area 1
In what part of the province do most
of the inhabitants live?
Describe briefly the surface of this
district.
What is the average density of pop-
ulation?
What is the highest point in the Lake
Superior region ?
What is the Niagara escarpment?
What is the character of the north shore
of Lake Superior?
What are the three principal rivers'?
For what minerals is the province
noted?
Where is most of the silver mined?
What part of the world's supply of
nickel does Ontario produce?
What can you say of the gold output?
For what is the Porcupine district
famous?
What is the total annual value of On-
tario's mineral product?
What are the principal crops?
What fruits are raised extensively?
What can you say of the importance
of Ontario's dairying? Fisheries?
What is the extent of the forest area?
What proportion of the grape yield of
Canada is produced in Ontario?
How does the total value of manufac-
tures compare with that of other prov-
inces?
What manufacturing industries depend
upon natural resources?
How many miles of railway are in the
province?
Why may Ontario be justly called the
"premier province" of Canada?
Name five large cities of the province.
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